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Sunday Revival Re-Created 
     Friday, June 17, saw hundreds of 
people come to Winona Lake for a Billy-
Sunday-style revival that was held at the 
Winona Heritage Room. Sponsored by 
the Liberty Baptist Church of Rochester, 
Indiana, the one-day revival hosted the 
speakers Monte Watts, Abdel Judah, 
and Caleb Garraway. Special music 
included various songs written or 
published in Winona Lake, along with a 
trombonist/song leader in the style of 
Homer Rodeheaver. 
     The Billy Sunday Home was open  
      

Did you know… 
 

 that we are still raising funds 
for the roof repairs on the 
Billy Sunday Home? We 
have raised approximately 
$14,000  for the project so 
far. Because of rapidly rising 
construction costs, this is 
about 50% of what is 
needed. You can donate 
here or send a check 
(address on Page 3). Click 
on “Billy Sunday Home 
Maintenance” under 
“Designation.” We greatly 
appreciate those of you who 
have already donated -- 
thank you for your help! 
 

 that Kevin Mungons and 
Douglas Yeo, authors of the 
Homer Rodeheaver bio-
graphy, are speaking at the 
Winona History Center on 
Sept. 8? Save the date! 

 

 that the Winona History 
Center docents are happy to 
speak to your group about 
various aspects of local 
history? You can come to us 

or we can come to you! 

                  
 
         Above left: Over two hundred people toured the Billy Sunday Home on June 17. Above right:  
         Several prayer meetings were held on the porch of the Billy Sunday Home throughout the day. 

throughout the day and saw at least 230 
people pass through, while the Winona 
History Center also welcomed many of 
the visitors. Prayer meetings occurred 

on the front porch of the Billy Sunday 
Home on several days previous to the 
event and then  throughout the day of 
June 17. 
     The planners of the event procured 
one of the pulpits that Billy Sunday had 
preached behind, along with other 
original artifacts. Speaker Monte Watts 
also had a display of antique Bibles that 
he shared with the audience. 
      

https://www.grace.edu/about/community/winona-history-center/donate-to-winona-history-center/


 

 

  
You Asked; We Answered! 

 
 

      The Winona History Center regularly 
answers research questions from people 
around the world. In the past three 
months, researchers have answered 
questions ranging from Billy Sunday’s 
tabernacles to the man who committed 
“the crime of the century.” Enjoy a few 
of these questions and  answers below! 
 
Q: Was there a spur of the Winona 
Railway that went to the stone quarry 
near Lake Waubee? (received from a 
railroad historian) 
A: Likely there was not a spur of the 
railroad here. However, the Winona 
Railway did purchase a gravel washer 
from a quarry near Lake Waubee and 
moved it to the quarry near Leesburg. 
 
Q: What happened to Paul Sunday? Are 
there any Billy Sunday tabernacles still in 
existence? What was the connection 
between Billy Graham and Billy Sunday? 
(all received from the same person 
researching for a thesis on Sunday) 
A: Paul Sunday died in an airplane crash 
in 1944 near Los Angeles. He was test-
flying a plane for Lockheed during World 
War II. There are not any original Sunday 
Tabernacles left. Most of them were 
built to be easily deconstructed and the 
lumber sold after the preaching 
campaign. While there is not a direct 
connection 

connection between Billy Graham and 
Billy Sunday (Sunday died in 1935 and 
Graham did not begin preaching until 
the mid-1940s), Graham was 
converted while listening to Mordecai 
Ham preach. Ham had continued a 
revival meeting started by Billy 
Sunday. Helen Sunday and Billy 
Graham spoke together several times. 
 
Q: What was Nathan Leopold’s 
connection to the Grace Brethren 
Church? (received from a researcher 
from the Smithsonian Institute) 
While a college student, Nathan 
Leopold, along with Richard Loeb, 
murdered a fourteen-year-old boy in 
Chicago in 1914. They both went to 
prison. Although there was not a 
connection to the Grace Brethren 
Church, we did discover that the 
Church of the Brethren helped Leopold 
after he became a Christian and was 
released from prison. We were able to 
put the researcher in contact with 
someone in that denomination. 
 
Q: Did Billy Sunday help promote the 
beginning of Mother’s Day, and is 
there correspondence between 
Sunday and Mother’s Day founder 
Anna Jarvis? (received from a 
researcher in Colorado) 
 
 

 

 

Sunday Home and History Center Visitors Nearing Pre-Covid Numbers 
    The last quarter showed visitor 
numbers climbing almost to the same 
as they were pre-covid. Since the 
Winona History Center and Billy 
Sunday Home were closed for large 
portions of 2020 and 2021, the number 
of visitors has been lagging. But in the 
second quarter of 2022, we had 259 
visitors to the History Center and 330 
to the Sunday Home. 
     Many of these guests were part of 
groups for which  we  conducted tours. 
April saw a field trip group from 
Emmanuel Christian School in Wabash, 
Emmanuel   
      

while May included field trips for United 
Christian School of Nappanee, Lancaster 
Baptist College from California, and 
Lakeland Christian Academy in Warsaw. 
A ladies group from Plymouth also visited 
during May. 
     June began with groups from 
Provident Baptist College from outside of 
Chicago and New Life Church of Kokomo. 
So far, July has seen a large church group 
from Georgia and one from Huntington.  
      We welcome groups of any size or 
age and will tailor our content to the 
issue the group wants to learn about. 
 

Most of are group tours are conducted 
in the mornings to allow for drop-in 
visitors in the afternoons. 
 

 
 

Docent Terry White speaks to a church 
group from Georgia about Winona Lake 
history in the Rainbow Room. 

A: Billy Sunday had a connection with the 
beginning of Mother’s Day. He held 
mothers’ meetings regularly during his 
revivals, and after 1908, usually had a 
special mothers’ meeting on a Sunday in 
April or May to celebrate Mother’s Day. 
We have no direct correspondence 
remaining between Sunday and Jarvis. 
 

 
 

 
(Far Above) Anna Jarvis is credited with 
starting Mother’s Day. 
(Above) Paul Sunday, the boy in the middle, is 
seen with his family at their Winona home. 

 



 

 

 
VISIT US       MAILING ADDRESS 

  

  Winona History Center               Winona History Center 
          Westminster Hall              Grace College 

      105 9th Street             1 Lancer Way 
Winona Lake, IN 46590                Winona Lake, IN 46590 

Contact Us 
 

winonamuseum@grace.edu  

Karen Birt, Coordinator birtks@grace.edu 

Museum Reception: 574-372-5193 
 

(To be added to the email list for future editions of this 

newsletter, please send your email to 

winonamuseum@grace.edu.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                     HOURS 

 

           Sunday − Closed 

           Monday – Closed 

           Tuesday – 2:00-5:00 

           Wednesday – 2:00-5:00 

           Thursday  − 2:00-5:00 

           Friday – 2:00-5:00 

           Saturday – 2:00-5:00 
 

                                       

 

  Yellowstone Trail Guidebook Acquired 

        

Winona History Center 
Included in KCCVB 

Passport 
      
     The Kosciusko County Convention 
and Visitors Bureau is running a 
passport program for local historical 
sites, and the Winona History Center is 
one of the places included. Visitors to 
the county can get the passport app on 
their phone. Then when they visit each 
of the sites, they check in with the 
passport.  
     There are fifteen locations on the 
passport, and when people visit all 
fifteen locations, they will win a free 
Kosciusko County t-shirt, which can be 
picked up from the Visitors Center in 
Warsaw.  
     Called the Adventure Challenge 
Passport, the program gives both local 
residents and  visitors from a distance 
a good inclusion of what the 
community has to offer. The KCCVB 
has similar passport programs for 
public art, restaurants, trails, and even 
tacos! 
     The program begins on August 1 

and will last for one year. 

 
     The Winona History Center recently 
acquired a large-format, lavishly 
illustrated book entitled “A Good Road 
from Plymouth Rock to Puget Sound.” 
Subtitled “A Modern Guide to Driving 
the Historic Yellowstone Trail 1912-
1930,” it is authored by John William 
and Alice A. Ridge, a couple of retired 
university teachers and administrators 
whose curiosity about the Yellowstone 
Trail was piqued by family tales of 
travel in the 1920s on an automobile 
road which was marked across 
America by yellow rocks and black 
arrows. 
 

 
 

 
     The Yellowstone Trail stretches 
3,600 miles from Boston to the 
Puget Sound, and the book contains 
trail tales, bits of history, a mile-by-
mile guide, more than 300 maps, 
800 photos, and more. The 
Yellowstone Trail came directly 
through Winona Lake, Indiana, on 
what is now the Pierceton Road and 
Kings Highway.  
     Kosciusko County historian Dan 
Coplen wrote, “The Yellowstone 
Trail was much more than an avenue 
for a 1916 cross-country relay race . 
. . it was one of Kosciusko County’s 
first important highways, and for 
more than a decade brought 
thousands of people—and their 
dollars—to the county’s lakes and 
the immensely popular summer 
programs and church conferences at 
Winona Lake.” 
     More information on the trail 
(which preceded the Lincoln 
Highway) and the new guidebook  
is available at    
www.yellowstonetrail.org. 
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